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Historical Context: 

Historically, Montreal has always been vulnerable to floods due to its low sea level. Montreal 

continually flooded during the 19th century, but the most noticeable of all the floods was Montreal's 

1886 flood. As the St. Lawrence banks overflowed in 1886, parts of Montreal were six feet deep with 

water. Many Montrealeans kept rafts on their property in order to move around. 20,000 families were 

affected by the flood in 1886 (Montpetit, 2017). After the flooding stopped the government of 

Montreal prioritized protecting the Old Port and Old Montreal. 

Local/Global Connections:

Greenhouse gases continue to rise in Montreal mainly because of transportation. Transportation 

produces 36.5% of greenhouse gases in Quebec (Shingler and Nerestant, 2021). The federal 

government's own data revealed that Canada's overall emissions increased by 0.2% in 2019. The 

government has declared that new gas-powered automobiles would be prohibited by 2035. As we can 

see the city of Montreal has been trying to make transportation more sustainable; for instance, when 

it comes to trade and commerce, the Port of Montreal is reliable. 

Glossary

1.  St. Lawrence Seaway- water locks that connect the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes
2.  St. Lawrence River- river between Lake Ontario and Montreal
3.  Old Port/Port of Montreal- a major port in Montreal used for trade
4.  Old Montreal- part of downtown Montreal with buildings from the 1600s
5.  Sinking cities- cities that become fully submerged with water
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